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LAW SCHOOL 
REPORT 
Canadian/American Studies 
Program Launched 
A s pec ial g rant from th e New York S tate Leg is la ture h as he lped to lau nch a new initi a-tive at the University at Buffalo 
Law School, enabling the school to take 
i ts firs t s te ps toward estab li shin g a 
Ca nada-Un ited S ta tes Lega l S tudies 
Centre . 
The impe tus be hind th e ex pl oratory 
ve ntu re in to a new d im ension of interna-
tional and com pa rati ve legal s tudies can 
be traced ro the growing awa re ness in 
New York of the Buffalo region·s key loca-
tio n as a crossroads lin k ing th e Uni ted 
States and Canada. T he c ity"s c lose prox-
imity to the bo rde r has become increas-
ingly significant as a resu lt of the newly 
e nac ted F ree Trade Agree ment , whic h 
eased trade restric ti ons. 
Professor T homas E. Headrick is super-
vis ing the initia l efforts that may eve ntu-
ally lead to a full program o f Canada-
United States lega l studies. T he pilot pro-
gram is be ing fund ed by a 540,000 state 
legislative grant. according to Dean David 
B. Fi lvaro ff. The gran t was sponsoreu by 
State Se n . John B. She ffe r II o f Amhe rst 
and Asse mblyman W il liam B. Hoyt o f 
Buffa lo. 
Headric k . Professo r Virgini a A . Leary 
and Professor Robert S. Be rge r worked 
on formulating the Canada-United Sta tes 
Leoal Studies Centre proposal. Headrick . 
"' who is serving as inte rim director o f the 
Cen tre initiat ive . said the firs t-yea r fund-
ina a l!·eady has brought resul ts. On Friday. 
"' -March 2. 19SJO. UB Law School will host 
an inte rnational con ference on controver-
sial govern ment suhsid) issues tha t cnm-
plic;te Canauian-United States trade re la-
tions . In addition. the Cent re will run a 
semester-long workshop on Canadian law 
targeted for students and faculty at the 
Law School this spring. 
Head rick sa id th ese .. are just the firs t 
s teps:· Also unde r conside ration is the 
possibility of cooperative studies involv-
ing UB Law School, the University of Tor-
o nto , and Osgoode Hall at York Univer-
sity in Toronto. He no ted that the Free 
Trade Agreement has added to the grow-
ing at trac ti on o f Canadia n markets for 
U.S. businesses while there has a lso been 
a s tro ng Canadian in te rest in learning 
mo re about U.S. business affa irs. The Can-
adian Charter of Rights and developments 
in health po licy, labor law and financial 
deregulation have a lso attrac ted wide U.S. 
inte rest. 
.. These seve ra l c urren ts o f interes t 
bring fres h new impli c a ti ons to lega l 
prac tice and th e study o f law on bo th 
sid es of the bo rder an d are not limited 
to t rade issues:· he sa id. 
U B Law School currently offers three 
courses on a regula r basis that focus o n 
Ca nad ian lega l issues. Th e Ca nada-
United Sta tes Legal SIUdies Centre ini tia-
ti ve could expand this into a specia lty in 
Canadian law as part o f the J.D. program . 
Headric k said. 
The re a re o ther goals a lso possible. in-
c lud ing stim ula ting legal resea rc h into 
Canada-United Sta tes legal issues. mo re 
exchanges with o the r Canadian law schools 
a nd ex pa nding libra ry resources for the 
study o f Canadi an-American legal prob-
lems. All nf these. Heauric k saiu . seem to 
fo ll ow natura lly from the growing interes t 
among American law firms in beginni ng 
ttl explnre the prospects ftlr practic..: in 
11 
Canada or for serving corporate cl ie nts 
with Canadia n expansion pla ns. 
The March conference, to be held o n 
campus, will look at no n-tariff barrie rs to 
trade and the sensitive issue of govern-
ment subsidies to industries that compe te 
o n an inte rna tiona l level. 
"Each cou ntry has a te ndenc y to be-
lieve that the o the r unfa irly subsidizes its 
domestic companies and thus gives the m 
an unfa ir trade advantage:· Headr ic k said . 
Legal experts from both Canada and the 
U.S. will re po rt on tho se compe ti tive 
pe rceptio ns at the UB Law Schoo l con-
fere nce . 
T he spring 1990 workshop, he said . will 
bring together UB Law faculty and fac ulty 
from law schools ac ross Canada to explore 
possibl e ways fo r developing curricula 
and c ross-training o f lawyers in Canadia n 
a nd Ame ri can law. 
Headric k emph asized that .. these a re 
jus t first steps , realistic firs t s te ps:· The 
540 ,000 legislative gra nt will cove r jus t 
th e firs t year s tart -u p cos ts ... But we a re 
looking beyond one year:· Headric k said. 
As many as a dozen UB Law faculty have 
already ex pressed a n in te res t in the ce n-
tre . he pointed out. 
Headric k has a ppo inted Lau ra Man~an 
to th e position of auminis trat ivc direc tor 
o f the new centre . A grad uate <lf the Uni-
vers it y of S ussex . in E ngla nd . Man gan 
spent seve n years in .lohan n..:sbu rg. South 
Africa. as an adm inistratl1 r for the Centre 
fnr Applied Legal St udies at the Uni v..: r-
s it y o f the Wi twate rsra nd hdon.: cnm ing 
to Buffa lo. Managan is a lso hand ling till' 
admi nistration for th ..: n..:w Human Hights 
Cente r in the Law School. • 
